SES Final Project - Outline

C/D Blocks - Social and Environmental Sciences -  Today you start with us together in 115. Benton and I will talk with you about the final interview assignment / final exam / project with you.

We're asking you to find out as much as you can about a local environmental issue or environmental group/organization. 

The goal of this assignment is for you to find solutions to the local environmental issue you have defined by either discovering what a local group is doing to address the issue or through researching about community action regarding your issue. The goal of this Geo-Inquiry project is for you to propose solutions to the local environmental issue you have defined through community action. 

Through this process, you will create an Environmental Geo-Inquiry Story, which you will share with an audience (Benton and me) that will be receptive to your story...
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Phase 1: Ask (Developing a Geo-Inquiry Question) - Draft a Geo-Inquiry Question, which is the “big” driving question that guides a Geo-Inquiry Project. This question is geographic in nature, open-ended, action oriented and generally community-focused issues to be solved. This is the "what is the environmental problem" part

Phase 2: Collect (Acquiring Geographic Information) - Conduct research to collect data and information that is essential components of the Geo-Inquiry Process. You will select different types of data and information using different methods of collection. This information will allow you to answer the Geo-Inquiry Question. Data collected can include images, sound, video, and maps. This is the find the group of people you need to talk with to get information about the problem and potential solutions part

Phase 3: Visualize (Organizing and Analyzing Geographic Information) - During this phase, you will organize and analyze the data you have collected. You are preparing the information that will help you tell a Geo-Inquiry Story. This can use images, sound, video, or maps, to tell the story of the Geo-Inquiry Process. This is the Internet research and actual photographic or audio graphic part which aids you in telling us what you've found

Phase 4: Create (Developing Geo-Inquiry Stories) - Next, you will create your Geo-Inquiry story. Keep in mind the audience you have identified in previous phases, as you will present it to them. Develop your story as a multi-media presentation, designed to inform, inspire and change minds of your audience regarding the Geo-Inquiry Question. It should include the Geo-Inquiry Question, scientific data and research, visuals (maps, charts, photographs, video), in an inspiring multi-media package. This is the presentation part that you will bring to the interview with Benton and me

Phase 5: Act (Sharing Geo-Inquiry Stories) - In this final phase, you will explore the best way to present your Geo-Inquiry Story to the audience you have identified. Finally, you will present your Geo-Inquiry Story and use it to take action. This is the interview that you'll have to complete your project

Benton and I will conduct an interview with you structured around a W5H approach (who, what, when, where, why, how). Remember you're looking at groups who are trying to solve an environmental issue such as:

Tsolum River Restoration Society
Project Watershed Kus-Kus-Sum
Lush Valley Food Action Society
MARS Wildlife Rescue
Comox Strathcona Waste Management
Deep Bay Marine Station, VIU
Mac's Oysters/Fanny Bay Oysters/Salish Sea Foods
Electric Cars and Automobile Dealerships
Comox Valley Regional District Growth Strategy
Courtenay Official Community Plan (or Cumberland), Zoning & Development
Local Refillery
Comox Valley Cycling Coalition or United Riders of Cumberland
Hakai Energy Solutions
Cumberland Forest Society
Mount Washington (Pacific Group Resorts Incorporated) & growth
Mosaic Forest Management or Iisaak Forest Resources Ltd
Courtenay and District Fish & Game Protective Association

Of course if you'd like to go beyond the Comox Valley, we'd be happy to accommodate your desires to look at an issue or a group in some other location.  Consider the following questions:

1. Which do you think is the best way to address this issue in your community, community action or public policy
2. What are the advantages of this solution? What are the disadvantages? You will need to be able to address the disadvantages, as well.
3. List some influential individuals or groups who might be willing to support your proposal.
4. How might you be able to win the support of some of these individuals or groups?

Remember we are asking you to consider all of the things we've looked at in the course: worldviews, social concepts of change, biomass, adaptations (natural and social), qualitative and quantitative research, and scientific inquiry.
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