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Covering 36 million square kilometres, or roughly 30 percent of the globe, the world’s forests are among its most important natural resources. For many communities, forests are crucial to food security and nutrition, to meeting energy needs (fuelwood), and to their ability to produce and sell non-timber forest products, which may account for a significant proportion of household income (From the OECD Forests and Violent Conflict). And from the World Resources Institute, Human society and the global economy are inextricably linked to forests. More than 1 billion people depend on forests for their livelihoods. And forest ecosystems play a critical role in stabilizing the climate; providing food, water, wood products, and vital medicines; and supporting much of the world’s biodiversity. So it can easily be seen that forests and how they are used can become a source of conflict. From Global Forest Watch
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The five drivers are defined as follows:

Red = Commodity-driven deforestation: long-term, permanent conversion of forest and shrubland to a non-forest land use such as agriculture (including oil palm), mining, or energy infrastructure

Yellow = Shifting agriculture: small to medium-scale forest and shrubland conversion for agriculture that is later abandoned and followed by subsequent forest regrowth

Green = Forestry: large-scale forestry operations occurring within managed forests and tree plantations

Brown = Wildfire: large-scale forest loss resulting from the burning of forest vegetation with no visible human conversion or agricultural activity afterward

Purple = Urbanization: forest and shrubland conversion for the expansion and intensification of existing urban centers.

The commodity-driven deforestation and urbanization categories represent permanent deforestation, while tree cover affected by the other categories often regrows. The data set does not indicate the stability or condition of land cover after the tree cover loss occurs, or distinguish between natural and anthropogenic wildfires.

Guiding Questions

1. Why is there a crisis over forested land in your area? What social and environmental factors do you think are contributing to the crisis? Does this forest have intrinsic value? What are common factors that go along with the land disputes, such as political instability, social unrest, economic downturn, heavy unemployment, civil warfare, etc.? 
2.  Who are the “players” or "stakeholders" in this conflict? What are their motives and interests in the forest? 
3. What (and what type) is the forested land in question (Tropical rainforest; Sub-tropical forests; Mediterranean forest; Temperate forest; Temperate rainforest; Coniferous forest; Montane forest)? How large is the forested space, and how large is the area which it belongs to? Who and how many people use this forest and what do they use it for? Identify 10 dominant plants and 10 dominant animals of the forest. Are there any endangered or endemic species in this area? 
4. Where in the world and in the country and/or region is the forest? Identify the forest on a map, and highlight areas of the map involved in or affected by the issues in dispute (locations of villages, industries, crops, water sources, country/clan borders, etc.). 
5. How would the forest and its biodiversity be affected by different outcomes of the dispute (logging, mono culture, dams, agriculture, tourism, human development)? Has any group of humans successfully lived sustainably with the forest? 
6. How, if at all, would this forest conflict be resolved? What is the current state of the dispute, if it is ongoing? Are there forest products of economic value that preserve the integrity of the forest? What are solutions to the forest crisis? Can you come up with ways that would provide the basis for a forest-sharing plan?

Choose from the following or propose another area where there is conflict for land-use.

Examples
 - Peru, Manu - illegal logging, livestock and park buffer
 - Hawaii - Maui, Lahaina fires
- Costa Rica - Afforestation
 - Panama - Darien Gap
- Taiga, illegal logging and effects on ecosystem
-  Myanmar deforestation 
- Himalaya - fuel wood and commercial logging
- Sri Lanka - deforestation for agriculture/ plantations
- Vancouver Island - old growth logging (*Is this Fairy Creek or some other watersheds?)
- Urban Farming, focus on land use for community gardening
- Borneo, palm plantation deforestation
- Tasmania - deforestation for Japanese Pulp demand 
- Portugal forest fires
- BC interior - beetles and fires
- Western Australia - mining issues
- Brazil - Rondônia - illegal forestry
- Haida Gwaii - forestry and invasive species
- DRC deforestation for agriculture
- Venezuela - deforestation for mining and agriculture
- Gabon - forest preservation
- Nigeria - Edo, deforestation for agriculture
- Madagascar - deforestation
 - Choco in Ecuador, conversion to plantation 
- Land degradation (soil salinization due to over irrigation) in Punjab 
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