Types of Plastics – online scavenger hunt 
Key Concepts (Fill in the blanks)
1. Plastics are made from long-chain molecules called ______________.
2. Plastics that soften when heated and can be reshaped repeatedly are called ______________.
3. Plastics that cannot be reheated or reshaped once formed are called ______________.
4. The number inside a recycling symbol on plastic items is known as the ______________ code.
5. The plastic most commonly used for water and soft-drink bottles is ______________ (PET or PETE).

Match the Plastic Type to its Description
Column A – Type of Plastic
a. PET (Polyethylene Terephthalate)
b. HDPE (High-Density Polyethylene)
c. PVC (Polyvinyl Chloride)
d. LDPE (Low-Density Polyethylene)
e. PP (Polypropylene)
f. PS (Polystyrene)
g. Other (Polycarbonate, bioplastics, etc.)
Column B – Description
1. Used for cling wrap, grocery bags, and squeeze bottles
2. Clear, strong plastic used for beverage bottles
3. Rigid or flexible; used for pipes and cable insulation
4. Heat-resistant plastic used in food containers and bottle caps
5. Used in foam cups, disposable plates, and packaging peanuts
6. Strong plastic used for milk jugs, shampoo bottles
7. Includes specialty plastics like BPA-based plastics or bioplastics
Write your answers (ex: a–2).




Multiple Choice Questions
1. Which type of plastic is known for releasing harmful chemicals such as BPA?
A. PET
B. PVC
C. Polycarbonate
D. LDPE
2. Which plastic type is often used for products requiring high rigidity, like plumbing pipes?
A. PVC
B. PS
C. PP
D. PET
3. Which plastic is commonly used for disposable food packaging and is often not recycled?
A. HDPE
B. PS
C. LDPE
D. PP
4. A yogurt container is most likely made from:
A. PET
B. PP
C. PVC
D. PS

Part D: Short Answer
1. Explain one environmental concern associated with thermosetting plastics.

2. Why are thermoplastics generally easier to recycle than thermosets?

3. Choose 2 different types of important single use plastic items in your life and explain an alternative. Choose something that you can’t simply stop using.

4. Why is burning plastics not a solution? 

